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Frequently Asked Football Program Questions

1.  Who may participate in Hartford Hurricanes?

Any child age 7 to 14 who lives in Hartford, CT is eligible to participate.  Residents of towns without a chartered Pop Warner program may also participate.  Weight restrictions and scholastic requirements apply.
2.  How is a player assigned to a team?


A football player is assigned to a team based on age, weight and experience.  Pop Warner has specific age and weight limits for each level which are strictly enforced:

Level

Weight
 
Older/Lighter*

Mighty-Mite
45-90 lbs.

N/A

Jr. Pee Wee
60-105 lbs.

85 lbs.

Pee Wee

75-120 lbs.

100 lbs.

Jr. Midget

85-135 lbs.

115 lbs.


Midget

105-160 lbs.

140 lbs.

*Older/Lighter regulations allow a player a year older than a designated age limit to be placed on that team if the weight of that player is below the listed weights.  For example, the age limit for a Junior Pee Wee is 10 years old, but an 11 year old who weighs less than 85 lbs. may be allowed to play on that team.

3.  Are there tryouts to make a team?


No, there are no tryouts to make any team.  There is however limits to the number of players allowed on a roster.  Positions are assigned at the discretion of the coaches.  Players are assigned to a position that best suits their ability and needs of the team.

4.  How many players are allowed on a team?


The maximum number of players allowed on a team by Pop Warner is 35; the minimum is 16.

5.  Does everyone play?


Yes, everyone plays.  Pop Warner has a minimum Mandatory Play Rule (MPR) based on team size.  These are the number of plays that each player must participate in per game (not including special teams plays:  kickoffs, punts, extra points, etc.)


16-25 players:

10 plays (12 for Mighty Mites)


26-30 players:

  8 plays (10 for Mighty Mites)


31-35 players:

  6 plays (8 for Mighty Mites)
6.  When does practice begin?


Practice begins on August 1st.  A player may start practice as long as all necessary paperwork is returned including an updated physical examination signed by a physician.

7.  If all the paperwork is not turned in by August 1st, can a player still participate?


A player will not be allowed to receive equipment or participate in practice until all necessary paper work has been received by the Hartford Hurricanes.  Such players may observe practice until the required paperwork is turned in.

8.  How often is practice and where is it held?


Practice is Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday from 530 – 730 pm and Saturday from 10am to 12pm during the month of August.  After school begins, practice is three evenings per week.  The time and place will be formally announced prior to August 1st depending on field availability.

9.  Is practice mandatory in August?


Yes, practice is mandatory in August.  If at all possible, vacations should be scheduled prior to August 1st.  Taking a week off from practice not only puts your player at a disadvantage but hurts the entire team.  Attendance is crucial for conditioning and learning. 

10.  What equipment is needed?


Hartford Hurricanes provides most of the equipment needed to participate.  Girdles and socks are available for purchase at the time the equipment is dispensed.  Football cleats must be purchased by each participant.  Rib pads are optional but recommended.

11.  How do the players get to away games?


Hartford Hurricanes will try to provide transportation but will not guarantee transportation to away games.  Parents must provide or arrange for their child’s transportation if none will be provided.
12.  Who covers the cost related to playoff and championship games?


Should any team advance to playoff and /or championship games, all travel and lodging expenses are the responsibility of each family.

13.  How can I help?


Hartford Hurricanes is run entirely by volunteers and your help is greatly appreciated.  A volunteer form will be included in your registration packet, and will describe the specific ways you can assist in the success of the organization. Ask for our Sponsor packets if interested.
14. Where do the records go and who sees them, such as the Birth Certificate?

All the materials/forms submitted come together in an official Record Book for each team.   During Certification Day, Treasure Coast Conference officials verify each player's documents, residence, and weight, making sure he is on a team appropriate for his age and weight level - again for safety reasons Conference wide.   The book is then kept by each team Head Coach and is not available basically to anyone. Exception (for example): the Medical Form would be available in case of injury. 
15. Why must we submit school Report Cards?

Pop Warner National policy considers school more important than football. Thus a player must submit proof that he is academically sound enough so that football does not interfere with his grades. High academic achievement is rewarded in the "Pop Warner Little Scholars" program, resulting in a very elaborate dinner and awards night at the end of each year. 
16. I saw the Pop Warner Super Bowl on TV.   What is that?


Successful teams within their conference further compete at the regional level; winning teams then proceed to the semi-finals and finals at the Pop Warner Super Bowl usually held at the Disneyland Sports Complex in Orlando, Florida in December. 

17. My son doesn't want to play football, but I think it is good for him or will "toughen him up"; should I sign him up?


    No.   Encourage him to seek a sport in which he has an interest. 

BONUS QUESTION:   My son cannot make all the practices or will necessarily be late; can he still play?


    No - (you) he is not committed. 

